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Ralph Waldo Emerson's first book, Nature (1836), is perhaps the greatest original work of
philosophy written by an American. This special edition includes full-color illustrations and a
foreword on the origin and significance the book, making it the best version of Emerson's
masterpiece."Emerson defined genius as the ability to see the miraculous in the commonplace,
and to take old truths and express them in a new way. Nature is a perfect example of such
genius. Its pages are alive, brimming with fresh and startling insights grounded in the soil of
ancient wisdom." -- from the foreword by Sam Torode.Also available as a full-color paperback
and as an audiobook from American Renaissance Books. This book was designed to be
enjoyed in paperback.

About the AuthorRalph Waldo Emerson (1803-1882) was a philosopher, poet, and lecturer. Sam
Torode, editor/designer of this edition, aims to create books that entertain, inform, and inspire.
He is author of a humorous novel, The Dirty Parts of the Bible, and Everyday Emerson: The
Wisdom of Ralph Waldo Emerson Paraphrased.
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edited and designedby Sam TorodeNature by Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803–1882). Originally
published in 1836.Design, editing, and foreword copyright © 2009 Sam Torode.Photographs
courtesy of iStockPhoto, except image on page 62 by Sam Torode.Published by American
Renaissance Books,an imprint of Sam Torode Book ArtsFOREWORDNature was Ralph Waldo
Emerson’s first book, published in 1836 when the author was thirty-three years old. He began
writing it at the darkest time in his life, and spent three years polishing his words till they shone
like gems. The first printing consisted of five hundred copies, and those sold so slowly that a
second printing was not called for until 1849. In the years since, however, Nature has become
justly regarded as the first great work of philosophy written by an American.In Emerson’s
journals, the first mention of Nature occurs in an 1833 entry written on a ship in the middle of the
Atlantic Ocean. These were sad and unsettled days for Emerson. His beloved wife Ellen had
died from tuberculosis, and he resigned his ministry as pastor of Second Church in Boston
because he refused to repeat the formulas of what he saw as dead tradition. A young widower
without a clear vocation, he sailed for Europe in search of healing. There, he saw the Sistine
Chapel and the statues from the Parthenon; he visited the Jardin des Plantes Museum in Paris
and paid homage at the tomb of Galileo; and he met Coleridge, Carlyle, and Wordsworth. The
trip proved a turning point in Emerson’s life, and it was during this voyage that he began writing
Nature. In the midst of death and despair, Emerson grasped onto life. “That which I cannot yet
declare has been my angel from childhood until now,” he wrote in his journal. “It has inspired me
with hope. It cannot be defeated with my defeats. It is the ‘open secret’ of the Universe. I believe
in this life. I believe it continues. As long as I am here, I plainly read my duties as writ with a
pencil of fire. They speak not of death; they are woven of immortal thread.”Upon returning to
America, Emerson settled in Concord, Massachusetts, in a home called the Old Manse. He
finished Nature in the same room where Nathaniel Hawthorne later wrote Mosses from an Old
Manse. Though he worked in his study, Emerson went to the woods daily for inspiration. In
nature, he listened and waited for thoughts that, he believed, were not his own but came from
the Universal Mind. Emerson’s favorite music was the singing of the pine tree, and he wished for
his mind to be like an Æolian harp—still and silent, until played by the wind. As he wrote in a
poem:The word unto the prophet spokenWrit on tablets still unbroken,Still floats upon the
morning wind,Still whispers to the willing mind.In addition to this firsthand study of nature,
Emerson devoured the scientific reports of Jean-Baptiste Lamarck, Carl Linnæus, Charles Lyell,
John Hunter, Richard Owen, and many others. “They do not know what to do with their facts,” he
said. “I know; for behind each is a law of spirit as well as of matter.”Far ahead of most scientists
of the time, Emerson became convinced of the unity and evolution of all things. In an 1836
lecture on “The Humanity of Science”—more than twenty years before Darwin published On the
Origin of Species—Emerson spoke of “a monad of organic life common to every animal, and
becoming a worm, a mastiff, or a man, according to circumstances;” and “progressive
development, indicating the way upward from the invisible protoplasm to the highest
organism.” At the outset of Nature, Emerson celebrated this evolutionary journey in



verse: Striving to be man, the wormMounts through all the spires of form.Evolution was not the
only scientific development Emerson anticipated. The discovery of DNA, nature’s own “language
of life,” supports his conviction that a meaningful order underlies and directs biology. Likewise,
quantum physics reveals that, at the deepest level, all physical matter is actually composed of
invisible energy—confirming Emerson’s statement that “matter is a phenomenon, not a
substance.” And at the cutting edge of science, unified field theory—the search for which
Einstein devoted the final years of his life—postulates a single, unseen ground of being from
which all things arise, and to which they return; this, again, correlates perfectly with Emerson’s
philosophy.Emerson defined genius as the ability to see the miraculous in the commonplace,
and to take old truths and express them in a new way. Nature is a perfect example of such
genius. Its pages are alive, brimming with fresh and startling insights grounded in the soil of
ancient wisdom. A timeless work, Nature speaks directly to the soul, as “deep calls unto deep,”
bringing a prophetic message of unity, healing, hope, and transcendence.—SAM
TORODE(Source: Edward W. Emerson’s introduction and notes in the 1903 edition of Ralph
Waldo Emerson’s complete works)
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Maggie, “A treasure.... I love how the philosophical words of Emerson have been made timeless
and modern with these beautiful photos and this presentation. This short book (76 pages)
juxtaposes ancient and modern ideas in a very attractive and thought-provoking way. Emerson's
ideas are prophetic and the editor, Sam Torode, has written an insightful forward and
afterword.This booklet is shorter and more beautiful than I had anticipated, which means I will be
rereading it often.”

David Hill, “Great. Great”

Twin V, “Recommend. Recommend”

Brianna, “Great. Great”

karrenk, “Breath Taking in words and vision. I loved this book, an dreadingn it made me feel
connected to myself and the world in a different way.”

Ken Bush, “5 stars. 5 stars”

Karl K., “Five Stars. Awesome transaction. A+”

The book by Sam Torode has a rating of  5 out of 4.4. 23 people have provided feedback.
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